Res. 18-XX

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF A MEDICAID FAMILY PLANNING
WAIVER OR STATE PLAN AMENDMENT

WHEREAS, Women who reported Medicaid as their financial source for prenatal care and/or
delivery had significantly higher rates of unintended pregnancy (45%) compared to those that
reported Medicaid was not a source for prenatal care and/or delivery (19%)'; and

WHEREAS, in 2015, Medicaid funded 43% of all births, and 54% of infants and newborns have
Idaho Medicaid coverage?; and

WHEREAS, twenty-six states have obtained federal approval for Medicaid family planning
coverage for populations not covered by their traditional Medicaid plan®; and

WHEREAS, the findings of a multi-state evaluation of state-initiated programs expanding
eligibility for Medicaid-covered family planning services found that all states experienced
substantial cost savings*; and

WHEREAS, the same study found that increasing family planning coverage has expanded the
network of family planning providers and their capacity to meet the need for services while
reducing unintended pregnancies*; and

WHEREAS, the federal Hyde Amendment, passed in 1977, bans state use of federal Medicaid
dollars to pay for abortions unless the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest, or the abortion is
necessary to save the life of the woman; and

WHEREAS, women and infants experience adverse outcomes as a result of unintended
pregnancies’; and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Idaho Association of District Boards of Health
supports the state of Idaho applying for a Medicaid Family Planning Waiver or pursuing a
Medicaid State Plan Amendment to include family planning coverage for low income
individuals.
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